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THOMAS SMITH, Es. 
Ge ES e e 


SIR; 


A LIBERAL education, an acute genius, and 
a-comprehenſive underſtanding, have given 
you a command over language which few 
men enjoy. The ſeemingly illiterate magi- 
ſtrate who made a reply to your late council 
addreſs, uſed a ſtyle ſuited to his capacity, 
and which he probably imagined moſt be- 
came the circumſtances of the occaſion : he 
wrote intrigue, diſhonour, and duplicity, in 
every ſentence, to expreſs his meaning, in the 
ſame manner as a wretched painter would 
deform the moſt beautiful picture by daub- 
ing here is moſs, there is graſs. But every 
character, in appearance, ſhould fit his pr o- 
feſſion. Flowing robes only grace the ac- 
compliſhed ſenator, the ſhield and the helmet 
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the warlike ſoldier, and clothes of many co- 
lours the mercenary bankrupt. 

You begin your addieſs by informing the 
public, that you were perſuaded thoſe mat- 
ters which you intended» to -unfold would 
prove both intereſting and agrecable. Inte- 
reſting they certainly are, but I am much 
afroid they have been diſagreeable to many. 
To ſhow that the capital of your native coun- 
try is in a ſtate of bankruptcy, is certainly 
not one of the moſt pleaſing diſcoveries; nor 
is the attempt to prove the fact one of the 
moſt laudable labours : it neither merits a 
ſeat in Parliament, nor even a penſion upon 
the apoſtate's liſt, | 
Lou next inſinuate that Convener 1 
amongſt others, accuſed you of having form- 
ed a plot. This conveys a ſneer equally wor- 
thy of your character, as it was deſcriptive 
of your intention. It is of little moment to 
the public ro enquire by whom the charge 
was coticeived, I only aſk, whether or no it 
be true, and of what ſpecies the plot was? 
Was it a plot of treaſon? was it a plot of ſe- 
dition ? was it a plot of overturning the reli- 
gion of the country, and joining the miſſio- 
nary tribe ? or, was it, as you yourſelf aſſert, 
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a plot to diſplay before the public the melan. 
choly ſtate of the finances of Edinburgh ? 
No, Sir; it was none of theſe, Firmly con- 
vinced of -your loyalty, I cannot allow you 
the epithet of a traitor, or - diſturber of the 
peace; and if I can divine your ſentiments 
on religion, you are not entitled to the com- 
pany of Haldane or Hill. The ſcurrilous re- 
ply of the Old Magiſtrate clearly proves your 
only 1 intention was to become city repreſenta- 
tive yourſelf. | 

Your next reflection is, "a as Convener 
Ranken owed his high rank in the Council to 

your perfonal labour and exertions laſt year, 
he ought to have been the laſt man to forſake 
vou. This, Sir, is a peeviſh expreſſion of re- 
ſentment, and by no means accords with that 
ſober diſcretion you uſually conſult: it would 
have graced the pages of the Old Magiſtrate, 
but not thoſe of Mr Smith. Even although 
Mr Ranken had been inconſiſtent, which was 
not the caſe, it could not have tended in any 
ſhape to exculpate you. 

The addreſs next proceeds to an attack up- 
on Mr Hay's character, and a defence of your 
own. It would have been more conſiſtent, 
dern, to have confined yourſelf to the laſt. 
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But anger has ſome claim to indulgence, and 
railing is uſually a relief to a diſappointed 
mind, You ſeem to be a lawyer as well a 
banker, Sir, and therefore know upon what 
occaſions a talent for ende g eee ſhould 
be exerted. 

» Your motive for aboliſhing the oft city 
clection dinner, and- for regulating the petty 
diſburſements in the Council Chamber, as a 
means of increaſing the revenue of the town, 
recals to my memory a whimſical propoſal 
ſuggeſted by the late Earl Howe, (who, not- 
withſtanding, was a brave admiral, and a good 
man, though not a politician,) of decreaſing 
the national debr, by depriving the clerks of 
the Admiralty of their cuſtomary Chriſtmas 
gift, viz, a quire of paper, a red letter-book, 
and a dozen of quills! Mr Dalrymple's idea 
of cutting off one or two of the yearly public 
entertainments, and to-drink no French wine, 
was a meaſure certainly proper wh n, 
of his character. 

With reſpe to the ſtatement you have given 
of the city's revenue; as I never was a ma- 
giſtrate, or a counſellor, I muſt ſtand excuſed 
from making any obſervations upon their ac- 
curacy, farther than, as you yourſelf have 
told 
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told us, the council books were unintelligiblg 
to the Lord Provoſt, to Mr Gray, and to My 
Buchan, as well as to Chamberlain Hay. I 
may reaſonably preſume they were. equally 
myſterious. to you; otherwiſe your known 
abilities, and the apparent accuracy . with 
which the ſeveral articles of expenditure and 
revenue ſeem to be ſtated, would confirm me 
in the truth of the melancholy ſtates your in- 
genuity has produced; but, from your own 
expreſſion, I am entitled to regard them as a 
ſnare to the unwary. 
When at Michaelmas 1796 you. became 5 a 
member of the Lord Provoſt's committee, you 
had a commanding example. of every great 
qualification in the perſon of Mr Elder. Con- 
ſcious of his own integrity, the conduct of 
that venerable magiſtrate in council was di- 
rected by nothing but the virtues of juſtice 
and equity. He conſidered himſelf as inde: 
pendent both of the city repreſentative and 
the factions of council, He was heard by 
both with deference and reſpect. The citi- 
zens of Edinburgh looked up to him as their 
protector, and he regarded them as his chil; 
dren, When it was the will of 8 
to 
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to afflict him with diſeaſe, he fubmitted to 
his misfortune with feeling, but not without 
dignity. The tears of his country were the 
mourners of his death. Conſider for one mo- 
ment that illuſtrious character; think what 
he was in this country, and then reflect upon 
yourſelf. 
Admitting, however, that you deſerted by 
miſtake thoſe principles which ought to have 
directed your conduct, and that party which 
introduced you into council ; let us ſee with 
what induſtry and aQivity you have been 
carrying your ſchemes into execution. 
From day to day, from week to week, and 
from year to year, you have deferred, by 
your own unſought confeffion, every plan 
that could have the ſmalleſt eff upon me- 
liorating the affairs of the city. Motion up- 
on motion was the only proof you gave of 
your abilities; proteſt upon proteſt that of 
your judgentent. 
Ihe variety of remarks which have been 
made upon the Old Magiſtrate's anſwer, and 
upon the name of the writer, naturally in- 
duced me to examine, with more than ordi- 
nary care, the contents of his letter, notwith- 
fanding the ſhamefully ſcurrilous ſtyle he 
has 
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has adopted. Now, Sir, I found every fact 
ſtated by him to be literally true. I not only 
diſcovered that Mr Hill and Mr Hart, but 
Meſſrs Henderſon, Gilchriſt, and Wright, 
were repeatedly teaſed by your meſſages; and 
that the party you wiſhed to introduce into 
Council was moſt inimical to the intereſt of 
Mr Dundas. How, therefore, can I give ear 
to that fulſome applauſe which you beſtow, 
in the ſtyle (if I may be allowed the rude 
and vulgar expreſſion) of a ſycophant upon 
your worthy repreſentative ? 

Mr Smith, if I was your perſonal enemy, 1 
would pity and forgive you. You have every 
claim to compaſſion that can ariſe from the 
diſappointment of your intentions. Tour diſ- 
grace from the Town Council of Edinburgh, 
of itſelf, would difarm a private enemy of 
His reſentment, and leave no conſolation to 
the moſt revengeful temper. 

But for the account you have given of the 
city revenue and expenditure, you have no 
claim to indulgence. Nothing leſs than a ſo- 
lemn recantation can poſlibly heal the wound 
you have given to the finances of this town; 
nor will any thing elſe 'be accepted of as a 
vindication of your conduct. Recollect, Sir, 
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the grief, the miſery, and the diſtreſs, your 
pamphlet has occaſioned ; remember how 
many widows, how many orphans, what a- 
ged and infirm, have all their future depen- 
dence placed in theſe funds, Was it to pro- 
duce theſe melancholy effects you abandoned 
the Elder intereſt? Was it for this you have 
given up your beſt friends, and incurred the 
diſpleaſure of the Right Hon. Secretary ? 
I only ſpeak the truth, and candidly ſtate a 
fact you have committed, which ſtrikes di- 
rectly at the happineſs of the inhabitants of 


Edinburgh, I ſhould be ſorry that you would 
imagine I attempted to blaſt your reputation 


by indirect or ambiguous igſinuations. Pro- 


bably, if you are reyengetal enough to take 


advantage of the 8 in a certain Act 
of Parliament which the neceſlity « of the times 
has occaſioned, you may find out both who 
the Old Magiſtrate and I are, But ſuppoſing 


we are known, whether will you or we ap- 


proach the Croſs with moſt confidence? Will 
the public regard a perſon, who has attempt- 
ed to prove their city in a ſtate of bankrupt- 
cy, in the ſame light with thoſe who have 
come forward and endeavoured to detect his 
deſigns? A candid acknowledgement of your 
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faults can alone ſave you from the reproaches 
even of the loweſt of the people. To the 


world this will appear to be, at leaſt, one hon- 


ourable action of your life, If you do not, 
experience, | fear, will inform you of the ne- 
ceſſity of retiring from that capital which 
you wiſh to repreſent now, as quickly ver- 
ging towards the precipice of ruin. 

I thank God that no impudence under 
the ſhape of human being will be able to de- 
ny this charge I 'have fixed upon you, nor 
your enmity towards Mr Dundas; not you 
yourſelf, nor your friend Richard Roe, be he 
who he will. Even the countenance of your 


confidential companion the hoſter, appears to 


fail him, and he ſeems to bluſh whenever 
the name of the Exchange 1s mentioned, 

But I am afraid your principles have taken 
root too deeply, and that you will not con- 
deſcend to make the public thoſe generous 
amends, which an incumbent duty, and the 
injury you have done them, require. I ſuf 
pe you have liſtened too long to the advice 
of certaia friends, with whoſe mercantile in- 
tereſt perhaps you are cloſely connected, and 
who probably were the means of miſleading 
you in your late unaccountable conduct. 
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1 The road of virtue is, however, always open; 
jd repentance never comes too late. Remember, 
| although the ſcurrilous, though honeſt, Old 
Ha Magiſtrate, has declined all future connection 
ll with you, other batteries: more formidable 
118 —_ open. | 
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